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June 4, 2015 
 
Adam Baumgart-Getz 
US	  EPA	  Office	  of	  Air	  Quality	  Planning	  and	  Standards	  
109	  TW	  Alexander	  Drive	  
RTP,	  NC	  27711	  
 
SUBJECT: Freedom of Information Act Request 
 
Dear Mr. Baumgart-Getz: 
 
The Alliance for Green Heat (AGH or the Alliance) submits this 
request pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552, 
and the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) regulations in 40 
C.F.R. Part 2 (Public Information) for particulate matter (PM) and 
efficiency emissions information on nine wood burning devices that 
have been certified for sale by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA).  
 
The nine devices and the specific information requested are listed 
below on page 2. AGH is a not-for-profit, educational organization 
pursuant to section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, and the 
purpose of this request is to inform a wide range of stakeholders from 
air quality regulators, to pellet stove manufacturers, to consumers.  
This information is in the public interest as it pertains to public health 
and safety. 
 
Specifically, the Alliance for Green Heat requires this information to 
better inform “round robin” emissions and efficiency testing that will 
be conducted by the Alliance of popular pellet stoves currently on the 
market.  The results of this testing are intended to help the EPA and 
states better understand the emissions profiles of pellet stoves and 
consumers to better understand the efficiency of these products at 
different burn rates.  Similar to the efficiency information for 
automobiles, we believe consumers will be interested in the efficiency 
information for these products, as there is likely to be a large 
difference between efficiencies at low and high burn rates. 
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Our testing also will seek to investigate what sort of repeatability occurs between the 
different test labs currently testing pellet stoves.  There has been some study and much 
debate regarding the repeatability of testing between test labs for wood stoves, there is 
virtually no data for pellet stoves.   
 
We understand that while the EPA should have the PM emissions data that we are 
requesting, the Agency may not have complete efficiency data.  Thus, we request from 
EPA any efficiency data the Agency presently has on these stoves. 
 
A previous ruling by EPA in 2006 has already determined that emissions information is 
not confidential business information.  Accordingly, we request expedited release of this 
data. 
 
Specific Information Request: 
 
Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552 and 40 CFR Part 2, AGH hereby requests the following 
information for the nine stoves listed below: 
 
• Average weighted emission and efficiency rate for each device listed below. 
 
• Emission and efficiency results for individual burn categories for all burn rates- 
Categories 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
• Test method used, Method 28 or ASTM E2779-10 and 5G or 5H 

	  
The nine stoves for which we request this information are: 

 
 
To enable AGH to undertake sufficient round robin testing, we request that EPA provide 
this information no later than July 17, 2015, when we will begin testing. 
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Given the status of the Alliance as a not-for-profit organization, we ask for a waiver of 
fees in fulfilling this request, if there are any above and beyond the 0.15$ photocopying 
fees. 
 
If EPA determines that access to some of these records should be denied, please provide 
the reason for this denial, the legal basis for the denial, as well as including an 
identification of the records being withheld and the specific Freedom of Information Act 
(5 U.S.C. § 552) exemption that applies to each record or portion of a record being 
withheld. 
 
If an otherwise public record has a portion that is exempt from disclosure, AGH requests 
that EPA redact the exempt portion and release a copy of the remainder of the document 
together with a notation of the specific exemptions that apply to the portion withheld. 
 
If there are any questions about this request, please feel free to contact John Ackerly at 
301-841-7755. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
John Ackerly 
President 
 
CC:  Greg Green 
 Julius Banks 
 Rafael Sanchez 
 


